STANTON HARCOURT PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held on Monday 3rd November 2025
Present: 

Keith Hickson 

(KH) 
Chair 

Geoff Webster 
(GW) 
Vice-Chair 

Jim Coleman

(JC)
Councillor

Joe Deane 

(JD) 
Councillor 
Robin Morley 

(RM) 
Councillor

Sandra Cosier

(SC)
Councillor & District Councillor 
Trudi Gasser (TG) Parish Clerk

In Attendance: 
Dan Levy 

(DL) 
County Councillor 

Steve Cosier 

(SCo) 
District Councillor 

8 Members of the public 
	MIN REF
	ITEM

	25/117
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
No Apologies to report


	25/118
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No Declarations made.


	25/119
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes Parish Council Meeting of the 6th October 2025 approved for publication.


	25/120
	MATTERS ARISING

25/105: SC had contacted Methodist Church regarding an additional Defibrillator being installed there - waiting for reply.


	25/121
	COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORTS
See attached appendix for full reports.
· Dan Levy, County Councillor, OCC.
· Steve Cosier & Sandra Cosier, District Councillors, WODC.


	25/122
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Q. The Dix Pit pathway had been closed off by barbed wire as the lake has been let to a fishery.  The path has been used by many for a considerable number of years; would the PC support an appeal to OCC to reinstate the path as a public Right of Way? 

DL took an action to discuss with OCC contacts as there could be a case under the Highways Act 1980. 
TG to check whether the bin located inside the barbed wire is owned by the PC.
Q. Are there any plans for the PC to extract benefits from Smiths for their proposed gravel extraction in Sutton?
KH confirmed that the PC would discuss consider possibilities once the official application was received for comment, in the meantime the PC remain in contact with Smiths.   KH to chase Smiths for electronic copies of the maps which were promised at last month’s meeting.


	25/123
	PLANNING: Applications
· APPLICATION NO: 25/02613/S73 

PROPOSAL: Variation of condition 2 of permission 

22/00430/FUL to allow the omission of roof flues and the addition of flat roof porches to plots 1,2 and 4 Town and Country Planning Act 

APPLICATION NO: 22/00430/FUL 

PROPOSAL: Erection of four semi-detached dwellings with garages and associated landscaping Town and Country Planning Act 

LOCATION: Greensleeves Blackditch Stanton Harcourt  

· APPLICATION NO: 25/02312/LBC 

PROPOSAL: Internal alterations to fit new integrated slim secondary glazing (4mm clear thermal Plexiglass) secured to the inside of existing stone or timber mullion windows by magnetic strip to all existing edges. Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 

LOCATION: Flexneys House Main Road Stanton Harcourt 

 
Both applications were circulated for comment which resulted in no objections.
PLANNING: Neighbourhood Plan
The PC to arrange a meeting with the WODC contact (Julie Rowlands) over Teams to discuss the possibilities of a Neighbourhood Plan.  
PLANNING: WODC Plan
Stanton Harcourt Parish Council supports the proposed classification of

Stanton Harcourt as a Tier 4 Medium Village within the emerging West

Oxfordshire Local Plan, and supports a policy approach that limits

development in Tier 4 settlements to genuinely small-scale only,

consistent with sustainability principles, local infrastructure capacity

and the spatial strategy set out in the consultation. The Parish Council

also supports Sutton being identified as a Tier 5 Small Village, with an

even more restrictive policy approach aligned to its very limited

infrastructure and highly sensitive rural setting.


	25/124
	ROADS
· Speed Signs

The installers arrived with no Pole! The revised installation date is to be confirmed.   TG to chase for confirmation of the date.
· Speedwatch

The public consultation had started with an overwhelming response. Tom to consolidate survey responses and report back to the PC.  SCo suggested the PC consider funding the consultation costs, which are approx £4K. 
· Weight Restriction

KH in contact with Cumnor PC, as they also are affected. DL suggested further conversation would be required, as it’s extremely difficult to enforce weight restrictions.

· Pot Holes

Some Pot holes had been marked for repair.


	25/125
	MAINTENANCE
· Playbark has been installed as required.

· Gate Post to the Leys Play park is rotten and needs replacing – RM to check required size with John.

· Fence required at the Old Guardroom -  3 quotes would be required - JD suggested planting a hedge on fence line as a back-up for when the fence fails, at which time the hedge will be established.

· Bench at bus stop - RM to see If he can repair. 

	25/126
	VILLAGE VOICE 

Thanks were expressed to JC for producing PC copy for the previous issue. 
Helly had possibly found a replacement Editor – to be confirmed.  In the meantime, the PC should prepare to publicise the role.



	25/127
	GUARDROOM

Smart Plugs had been installed to enable remote control of heating to ensure the room is warm enough for users.

GW suggested the PC purchase thermometer/Pir
TG to measure for blinds/ curtains and forward a quote to all for approval.

Solar funding options to be explored, potentially S106 if possible. 


	25/128
	VILLAGE HALL

Nothing to report.


	25/129
	S106 FUNDS
S106 Art Fund
JC to produce a scope, to enable members of the parish to put forward suggestions and ideas.
Leisure

Some suggestions for projects were:

Bike Track Jubilee Field

Improve and possibly relocate the play equipment at the Village Hall.


	25/130
	FINANCE UPDATE/BUDGET 2026/7

A finance update was circulated.

All Councillors were asked to submit items to be included in the 2026/7 budget to TG within 2 weeks so a draft budget could be agreed at the next meeting.



	25/131
	CORRESPONDENCE

A suggestion to place a plaque on the Airfield site to commemorate those who lost their lives whilst the airfield was operational.


	25/132
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Nothing to report


	25/133
	NEXT MEETING

7.30pm on Monday 1st December 2025 in the Old Guardroom 


Signed ..........................................................................................

Date .............................................................................................. 
County Councillor Report Stanton Harcourt Parish Council, 3rd November 2025 

The Oxford Congestion charge started on 29 October. As mentioned lots of times, with the exception of a small area in the centre of Oxford, everywhere will be reachable by car without going past a camera. That includes the JR, which will still be reachable by the same routes people now use, ie either Marsh Lane or London Road. 
Stanton Harcourt and Sutton residents will get 25 free passes. You need to apply for these at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary congestion-charge-cars-cars/apply-permit
Blue Badge holders are exempt, as are van drivers. 
Most people have been able to register easily, and 44,000 already have, but there is a helpline for those who need assistance. 
Within the first three months of operation, buses from the Park and Rides will be free. It is still better to use the bus directly from Eynsham or Witney , whether going to the JR, Summertown or Headington (H2) or into Oxford (S1 and S2). A reminder that MyBusOxford gives a day’s unlimited travel in Oxfordshire on all the operators for £6.50 for an adult. 
The plan is to get buses moving again by reducing Oxford’s notorious congestion. The Congestion Charge will be superseded by the Bus Filter Scheme, which is similar, when Botley Road reopens to motor vehicles. 
Eynsham LCWIP 

The Consultation on the Eynsham Local Cycling and Walking Plan (LCWIP) was open at https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/eynsham-and-the-surrounding-area-local cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-plan-lcwip-consultation 
The closing date was 27 October - but if you do have comments feed them through me and I will ensure that they are taken into account in the process. 
It would be wonderful if there was an easy and affordable way to fix the issues of getting between Stanton Harcourt and Eynsham, but there is not. 
Street Lights 
There is a revised policy in place which encourages parish councils to request that some lights be switched off at night, to save money and create darker skies, but such a request must come from the parish council and the local county councillor. I would be pleased to discuss whether this might be of benefit in the village. 
It is of interest to note that places without street lights are reluctant to have them, and those that already have them are reluctant to switch them off. I would be interested in your views 
Roads 
Maintenance 
98 of the 137 road resurfacing schemes identified in the budget of February have now been completed. People who have driven, cycled or got the E1 to Botley will have experienced what a huge difference this has made. 
Nonetheless there will always be road deteriorations, and can I remind everyone to use FixmyStreet to report them. 
We are instituting a “hit squad” to look at individual bits of road, so that where appropriate a whole section can be fixed rather than just reported holes. 
Barnard Gate and Shores Green 

The Barnard Gate “no right turn” order will come into effect shortly. If forbids right turns onto or off the A40 on the westerly Barnard Gate junction. There will be only minor road furniture to enforce this. We are expecting much reduced demand for this junction once Shores Green is fully open. And those of you who have been into Witney will see that this work is coming along quickly. It is ahead of schedule.
Fire Service 

You may have seen that a consultation is open to comment on possible changes to the f ire service provision in Oxfordshire. This is driven by significant changes in the demand for their services and in the availability of staff. There are many fewer fires than there used to be (for lots of reasons including the reduction in smoking and safer electrical goods) so most work now is related to fire prevention and to Road Traffic collisions. It is also harder to get on-call fire staff, which means that the on-call stations like Henley and Eynsham are sometimes not crewed. 
That means that there is a plan to focus more on the fulltime stations, like Witney, and ensure that they are in the right place to cover the demands on their time. For instance the proposal is to build a new fire centre north of Kidlington. Call out times will be quicker in most of the county, and only a few seconds slower in the city. 
It is obviously emotive to close some fire stations, including Eynsham, but already if there was a fire or traffic incident in the Eynsham area, the first tender to arrive would nearly always be from Witney. Stanton Harcourt is already covered almost invariably from Witney.
As ever, I can be contacted at dan.levy@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Parish Council Report – Waste & Environmental Services Partnership (WESP) 

Prepared by Sandra Cosier, District Councillor for Standlake, Aston & Stanton Harcourt 

I’m pleased to provide an update on the Waste & Environmental Services Partnership (WESP), a county-wide transformation programme currently under development across Oxfordshire. This initiative brings together four councils in a bold effort to improve the quality, sustainability, and efficiency of waste and environmental services. It responds directly to mounting environmental pressures, financial constraints, and the need for greater operational consistency across the county. 
At present, Oxfordshire leads England in recycling performance, with a rate of 57.6%. However, we face significant challenges: residual waste disposal costs are among the highest in the UK, our infrastructure is aging—spread across 31 sites—and service delivery remains fragmented between councils. The WESP proposal aims to address these issues by creating a unified partnership model that builds on our strengths while preparing us for potential Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). 
The programme is being developed collaboratively by over 20 officers and supported by external feasibility work. It includes eight mini business cases, all of which have been deemed viable. A three-year initial investment is proposed, with full benefits expected over a ten-year period. Notably, the programme is projected to break even by year three and is partially funded through Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) mechanisms. 
Governance structures are already in place, and delivery models are currently under evaluation. The commercial case reflects a contract value of £886 million across the county, with a mixed economy model and intelligent commissioning at its core. West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) has provided detailed feedback on the business case, which has been largely incorporated. This includes clearer financial breakdowns, links to national legislation, and articulation of quick wins and pre-LGR deliverables. For residents, the core purpose of WESP is to protect and enhance service quality. Future models must remain responsive to local needs, maintain or improve standards of cleanliness and reliability, and support environmental goals without compromising accessibility. This is a vital opportunity to future-proof our services—not just for the new Unitary authority, but for West Oxfordshire communities. 
Key milestones include the WESP Board’s business case sign-off on 30th October, followed by a second Task & Finish Group meeting on 7th December to review the Executive report. Final recommendations will be considered by the Executive on 12th December. 
I will continue to work to ensure that our ward’s priorities— especially around service quality, governance, and financial transparency—are fully represented. If the Parish Council has specific concerns or expectations regarding waste services, I welcome your input so we can feed it into the next phase of discussions. 
Parish Council Report – A New Future for Local Government in Oxfordshire & West Berkshire 
Prepared by Steve Cosier, District Councillor for Standlake, Aston & Stanton Harcourt 

Our councils are changing, and we need your thoughts about how to change them for the best. As you District Councillors we need to hear from the residents of Stanton Harcourt, Sutton, Northmoor, Hardwick, Yelford, Standlake, Brighthampton, Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney. 
Local government across England is being reformed by the Government. Five councils have come together to propose a new structure: two locally accountable unitary authorities that aim to improve services. 
The plan would replace the County and District Councils with two new unitary councils: 
• Oxford and Shires Council: covering Cherwell, Oxford City, and West Oxfordshire. 
• Ridgeway Council: covering South Oxfordshire, Vale of White Horse, and West Berkshire. 
Councils will review the proposal before submitting it to the government by 28 November. The government will consult with residents and stakeholders in 2026, with a final decision expected by summer 2026. New councils could be in place by 2028. 
I urge you to read more about the change & share your views. 
You can read the full proposal or a summary at: twocouncils.org 
Councillor Steve Cosier 
If you would like to discuss anything in this report please ask. Sandra.Cosier@westoxon.gov.uk Steve.cosier@westoxon.gov.uk
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