Oxfordshire County Council working with Stanton Harcourt & Sutton residents 
Initial list of Questions

1. Sutton Bypass  
a. In 1996 the need for a Sutton bypass was recognised. Plans were in place for a bypass between the Stanton Harcourt roundabout on the B4449 routed across country to the A40 (avoiding Sutton) with the objective of removing HGV traffic through Sutton. But the plan was never implemented. Will the Council reinstate these plans, if not why not ?
b. Is the original agreement with the Gravel Operators to contribute to the funding of the bypass still in place?
c. Is the proposed bypass route still reserved by the planners?  

2. Road Classification 
a. How long has the B4449 been designed by the council as a designated lorry route?
b. As there is an alternative route from the A415 to the A40 will the Council declassify the B4449 as their ‘advised’ lorry route?
c. Will the Council review the classification of the B4449 please. Currently it is classified as an urban all-purpose road type 2, as defined in the TA79/99 Traffic Capacity on Urban Road Guidance. Meaning the road width is in excess of 6.1 metres and therefore the road has a vehicle capacity of  1,020 one-way vehicles per hour where a maximum of 15% of these vehicles are HGV. We  do not believe the road through Sutton and up to the South Leigh turn off should be classified as this because the road width is less than 6m and the tight turns mean that 6-axle vehicles may only travel through them by traveling in the middle of the road. Would the council please review the B4449 classification.
d. Due to the excessive intrusion caused by the high volume of HGV’s using the B4449 through Sutton would the Council please designate the B4449 between the Stanton Harcourt roundabout and Eynsham as a 7.5 tonne limit road. This would help to address the lack of amenity current felt by residents due to noise, vehicle fumes, pedestrian safety and isolation whilst improving the situation regarding road damage.

3. Reducing the detrimental Impact of B4449 traffic. 	
a. There are at least 12 man hole covers embedded in the B4449 roadway as it passes through Sutton village. When any one of these manhole covers is out of alignment with the road surface excessing noise is generated. When the manhole cover itself is damaged a piercing noise is emitted as each vehicle wheel passes over it. The type of noise emitted can be likened to gun fire (circa 150 decibels). This goes on day and night. The Council does fix each issue reported eventually but due to the number of heavy vehicles travelling along this road and the actual number of manhole cover in the area the issue reoccurs, there always appears to be at least one manhole out of alignment.  What will the Council do to provide a longer-term solution to this noise nuisance. 
b. Excessive speed and large heavier vehicles increased the force of the backdraft caused by traffic travelling through the village. The force of this wind can knock the young and the elderly over and into the road. Addressing this is particularly important given our lack of pavements.  Please introduce more effective measures to slow vehicles down within the village perimeter for example by install a chicane at either end of the village. 
c. There is poor drainage off the B4449 as the drainage system has not been maintained. The gullies appear blocked. The pooling water results in excessive splashing (people and property) and could result in vehicles aquaplaning. Would the Council please ensure the drainage system is maintained? The pooling water also increases the difficulty for pedestrians when they are trying to cross the road within Sutton Village.
d. The road surface though the village has been patched many times and there are still many damaged edges could the council resurface the road with a low noise producing covering.




4. Safe Pedestrian Route Requested. 
a. There are many homes along the B4449 that do not have the benefit of pavements. With the increasing volume and nature of the traffic taking the B4449 route walking on this narrow unlit road is now unsafe for our community. Will the council provide more footpaths alongside the B4449?	
b. Crossing the B4449 within Sutton is very difficult because of the volume of traffic, speed of traffic and the lack of visibility. But the children need to cross this road at peak times to catch their bus to school (and upon return). And the elderly need to cross this road to participate in community events. Will the Council install safe crossing points within the village and ensure the speed limit is enforced?

5. Improving the road safety of the B4449 
a. There are poor road markings along the B4449. The central road marking has been worn away on many stretches of the B4449 due to the number of HGV vehicles that find it necessary to travel with their off-side wheels on or over the central line because of their width. There are no road edging marking as many vehicles have broken down the side of the road by driving on the verge resulting in pot holes. This problem is particularly noticeable round the bends from Evergreen Cottage to Sutton Lane where the road width varies between 5.5 metres and 6 metres around the Z bends between Sutton and Eynsham both areas where the road width is also below 6m.  Would the Council please renew these markings and ensure they stay visible.

b. There are some dangerously narrow carriageway around the corners on the B4449 for example between Evergreen Cottage and Sutton Lane and at the junction with South Leigh. Could the council please widen this road at pinch points or at least address the safety of all road users at these points.  

6. Improve Cyclist Safety. 

a. [bookmark: _GoBack]I understand that Council is committed to the provision of safe cycling route for both health and environmental reason. As we have no bus service would the council prioritise the provision of such a route for our Stanton Harcourt and Sutton 
b. Could the council provide a safe cycle route to reduce the sense of isolation felt and the tragic consequences associated with an unsafe cycle route. Children from the village go to school in Eynsham and have friends in this village a safe route would result in less isolation. Will the Council create a safe cycle path between our village and Eynsham to help bring the two communities together.
c.  would like to walk to Eynsham with the twins in a pushchair, currently there is no safe route. Could the Council create a safe pedestrian route that is suitable for pushchairs or a cycle route that a wheelchair or pushchair can utilise.  
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